
Dear Instructor Course Graduate,

Welcome back, and congratulations! NOLS is lucky to have you. As 
an IC grad, you’re invited to join the NOLS Instructor Association (NIA).

What is the NIA?
Founded in 1975, the NIA is NOLS' faculty organization. We strive 

to be a voice for all instructors through representation to decision makers at 
NOLS and working within the NOLS community to promote the school’s 
mission and values. From the mouths of instructors to the ears of Trustees, 
we have been the conduit for bottom-up collective feedback for decades.

Much of what NOLS does today to support instructors began 
through NIA promotion, organization, and funding. This includes seminars, 
the staff newsletter, and pro deals. We have also successfully advocated for 
increased compensation and travel reimbursement, as well as for proctors to 
be paid to aid one section of a semester.

The NIA is legally, financially, and operationally independent from 
the NOLS administration. Our role is to work directly with the 
administration to support the work done by dedicated instructors at the 
ground level and to make the school a better place to work, learn, and live.

The NIA’s effectiveness results directly from the size of our 
membership; we only accomplished these things with the support of a large 
number of instructors.

Why should I join?
• Use our Mentorship Program to connect with a more experienced 

instructor for ongoing career guidance.
• Communicate with a broader section of the NOLS community and 

stay informed of school-wide trends and events.
• Connect with decision makers at NOLS. The NIA represents 

instructors at Executive Director Team and Board of Trustees 
meetings, meaning we’re an effective avenue of communication for 
your ideas.

• Current projects: advocating for increased ease and speed of travel 
reimbursement and implementing quality of life improvements at 
all NOLS campuses via the Flamingo Fund.

How can I join?
Visit nolsinstructorassociation.org/joinnow. Memberships are just 

$20 per year—less than $2 a month. In return for your support, we’ll 
represent your interests to the decision makers at the school. You’ll also get 
a beanie or trucker hat that you can wear to show your support.

Teaching NOLS courses is inextricably linked with NIA 
membership—it’s your way to positively impact the school and advocate for 
your interests.

Think creatively. Act collectively. Join the NIA. 

Sincerely yours,
The President and Board of Directors of the NIA
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