
Dear Instructor Training Course Graduate,

Congratulations on finishing the ITC! As a grad, you’re invited to 
join the NOLS Instructor Association (NIA). Teaching NOLS courses is 
inextricably linked with NIA membership—it’s your way to positively 
impact the school and advocate for your interests.

What is the NIA? 
Founded in 1975, the NIA is NOLS’ faculty organization. We strive 

to represent all NOLS instructors, whether they work in the classroom or in 
the field, and we are legally, financially, and operationally independent from 
the NOLS administration.

We gather feedback from faculty and represent these views to the 
Executive Director Team and the NOLS Board of Trustees. We also support 
the flow of information from the Board of Trustees and Headquarters to 
every instructor. If you care about NOLS, you care about the NIA.

Why should I join? 
• Use the Mentorship Program to connect with more experienced 

instructors for ongoing career guidance.
• Connect with a broader section of the NOLS community and stay 

informed about school-wide trends and events.
• Take advantage of the NIA to send your creative ideas about 

improving NOLS to the top. Melissa listens to us, and we support 
her leadership. Through the NIA, you can also communicate with 
her supervisor, Scott Robertson, who sits on the Executive Director 
Team (EDT). The NIA is the most effective way for you to 
influence the EDT.

• Wilderness Medicine-only instructors have only recently been 
included in NIA representation, and we’re excited to add more 
voices like yours to the conversation. We want to listen to you and 
advocate for your needs effectively, which we can do best through 
your membership.

How can I become a member? 
Learn more and join at nolsinstructorassociation.org/joinnow. 

Memberships are just $20 per year—less than $2 a month. You’ll receive a 
beanie or trucker hat at the next Staff Meeting that you can wear to show 
your support.

Think creatively. Act collectively. Join the NIA. 

Sincerely Yours,
Dave, Adam, Allie & Drew 
Wilderness Medicine instructors on the NIA Board
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